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Reflections on Jefferson County History

Summer Q. 2016

Debate Looms Over The Courthouse Murals

A

mid calls for removal
of the Depression-era
murals from the first
floor of the Jefferson County
Courthouse, a compromise may
have been reached which would
preserve the artwork.
A committee headed by County
Commission Chairman Jimmy
Stephens is recommending that
instead of removal, which would
destroy the illustrations, that
they be covered with a retractable
c u r t a i n a n d i n fo r m a t i o n a l
panels added explaining the
story behind them. They could
be seen at the push of a button.
Local historian Robert Corley
has been asked to prepare
(continued on page 8)

Next Meeting
Photographs of the Jefferson County Courthouse murals painted by John Warner
Norton, “Old South” and “New South”, 1931 (Ryerson & Burnham Archives,
University of Chicago).

Thursday, July 14, 2016
Emmet O’Neal Library
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Speaker: Marvin Clemons

“Birmingham’s
Terminal Station”
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Appearance Rescheduled:

R

Dick Pizitz

ichard Pizitz, Sr., former president of the Pizitz Department
Store, has been rescheduled to speak at the October 13
meeting due to a publisher’s delay in receiving the new
book, “Pizitz, Genesis of a Retail Giant” by Jim Bennett.
Both Pizitz and Bennett will be present to discuss the history of
Alabama’s largest retail store, which, launched in a small storefront
on First Avenue in 1898, grew into a seven-story landmark that
dominated the commercial hub at Second and 19th Street until its
sale to McRae’s in 1986. The downtown store closed in 1988.
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Pioneer Builder Was First to be Buried in
Oak Hill Cemetery

Message from the President
hope all of you have had a wonderful Fourth of July, and
somewhere in the festivities remembered to give thanks for the
tremendous privileges and freedoms we enjoy being citizens of
our great country. They are priceless blessings.
In response to several comments made at our last membership
meeting, we have arranged for Mountain Brook City Hall to remain
Alice McSpadden open until 6:45 p.m. the night of our July 14 membership meeting.
Williams
The Birmingham History Center will change out the display case in
the lobby several days beforehand, so this will give you a chance to check out the newest
artifacts. Remember, monies from the Association’s book fund helped to acquire a good
number of these artifacts, so do yourself a favor and go see.
In May, the Association received a wonderful gift from Sam Rumore. Sam is a past
editor of this newsletter, and he recently turned over copies of almost all of the newsletters
going back as far as the 1970’s. It will give us an extra set of both the Kracke and the
Bennett newsletters to bind. The Kracke set we particularly wanted as we have only 2 or
3 complete sets. The other newsletters we will go through to make a decision as how to
best preserve them, which probably will also be binding. There is also a lot of original
correspondence relative to the founding of the History Center which will be shared with
their board. A real treasure trove. Thank you Sam!
At its April meeting, your board voted to endorse Khari Marquette’s nomination of
the Findley Roundhouse to the 2017 list of Alabama’s Places in Peril (see Tom Badham’s
article). We are joining the Jefferson County Historical Commission, the Birmingham
History Center, and several other organizations in this worthwhile endeavor.
I will have copies of the Historical Markers book for sale at the meeting, and we hope
to have other books as well. Bring your checkbook! See you in July. Don’t forget to go by
City Hall!
Alice McSpadden Williams, President
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A lonely cherub pray fully watches over Oak Hill (Virginia
Jones).

E

ver wonder who was the first person to be interred
in Birmingham’s historic Oak Hill Cemetery?
It was Jesse S. Thompson, a contractor and
builder who was a member of one of the city’s pioneer
families. He came to Birmingham in the year of its
founding in 1871 and died July 5, 1872. His oldest son,
Burges Asbury Thompson (1850-1922) was mayor of
Birmingham from 1888-1890. Two other sons, William
H. Thompson (1866-1913) and Thomas C. Thompson
(1825-1872) played important roles in building the
Siluria Cotton Mill in Shelby County.
Thompson High School is named for T. C. Thompson
due to his generosity in donating land and capital to
education.
Jesse Thompson’s oldest child, Miss Cornelia A.
Thompson (1848-1935), was prior to the time of her
death on February 11, 1935 “the only surviving charter
member of the First Methodist Church in Birmingham.
As the city’s oldest cemetery, Oak Hill was originally

located on the estate of James M. Ware and was already
a burial ground by April, 1869 when it served as the
resting place for the infant daughter of Birmingham’s
first mayor, Robert H. Henley. It was marked as “City
Cemetery” on the original plats for Birmingham laid out
by the Elyton Land Company and was formally sold to
the city on December 29, 1873 for the sum of $1,073.50.
Most of the 10,000 or so burials at Oak Hill were
interred before 1930, and include many of Birmingham’s
most prominent families. In 1977, Oak Hill Cemetery
was added to the National Register of Historic Places.
Among the famous people interred at Oak Hill are
Judge William S. Mudd, builder of Arlington, railroad
engineer John T. Milner who plotted the city of
Birmingham, famous madam Louise Wooster, former
Gov. Frank M. Dixon and civil rights leader, the Rev.
Fred Shuttlesworth.
Sources: Siluria Cotton Mill Company, Bobby Seales,
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~alshelby/SiluriaMills.
html; Wikipedia, Oak Hill Cemetery, https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Oak_Hill_Cemetery_(Birmingham,_Alabama);
Jefferson County and Birmingham, Alabama: Historical and
Biographical, John Witherspoon DuBose, 1887.

Birmingham News, March, 1946.
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Once There Were Peaches on the Mountain

A vintage photo of the Overseer’s House, built in 1889, on
Park Avenue in Bluff Park, once the center of a peach orchard
(Hoover Historical Society).

W

ith its picturesque homes, sidewalks and baby
strollers, you might be surprised that once a
large peach orchard occupied 160 acres on
Shades Mountain as part of the A. B. Howell farm. The
orchard was planted in 1882 on 560 acres surrounding
an overseer’s house which is still in place at the corner of
Park Avenue and Chapel Road.
A fruit broker, Howell lived in Chattanooga but
developed the orchard as a commercial enterprise. At one
point, it stretched from Shades Crest Baptist Church to
Sulphur Springs Road. Caretakers hired by Howell also
planted sweet potatoes and strawberries and engaged in a
flourishing agricultural enterprise.
The overseer’s residence, originally a three-room
house with a dirt floor, was first occupied by William W.

Morgan, who lived here with his wife, Eliza Hale Morgan
and their two sons. Later, William and his family
swapped houses with Morgan’s neice, Sophronia Hale,
and her family who lived in Dadeville. Both families left
their furniture and livestock, taking only personal items
with them.
Massive hand-hewn timbers form the foundation and
the original stone fireplace and chimney are still visible.
The Hales, among Bluff Park’s founding families, are
descendants of John Howland, the 13th signer of the
Mayflower Compact. William Hale and his brother,
Evan, were in charge of the orchard from 1889 until 1897.
The Hale brothers also owned and operated a saw mill,
ice house, and cotton gin on what is now known as Valley
Street, and milled their own timber off land they owned
to build houses. According to the Hoover Historical
Society, William built and lived in several of the present
historic homes on Shades Crest Road (originally known
as Indian Wagon Trail), including 633 and 645. Around
1909, he built the mansion that is now 2136 Bluff Road
known as Shangri-la.
The peach orchard house, board and batten,
was eventually occupied by John McGraw and his
descendants from 1906 until 1980. During the early
1900s, the Overseer’s House was expanded when the
orchard property was sold and the house became strictly
a residence. Since that time, it has been renovated several
times.
The Overseer’s House was listed on the Alabama
Register of Landmarks and Heritage on September 28,
2000.
Sources: Bluffparkal.org; The Overseer’s House is
documented in the original abstract held by Thomas Tucker;
Barefield, Marilyn, The History of Hoover, 1992; The
Tradition Continues, published by Bluff Park Elementary
School; Copeland, Susan Hale, “Early Memories of Bluff Park
Region” (manuscript), Skaggs, Heather, Hoover, Images of
America, 2014.
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Telling the Story of Billy McDonald

I

By Tom Badham

’ve known Billy McDonald III since we were in
fourth grade at Birmingham University School.
One of my sharpest memories was when we had
to do some sort of historical report. Billy brought in a
huge photo album filled with old photos that his father
had taken during the years he was in China before and
during WWII. The word envious does not come close to
the feelings I had at the time.
From that time forward I’ve had an interest in military
history, especially of the WWII era. This was helped along
by my father who during his military years rubbed elbows
with some of the most famous military names of that era
at one time or another, although he rarely spoke of it.
I found out that Billy was going to give a presentation
February 4, 2015, at the Emmet O’Neal Library on his
father. I made sure to attend. Billy and I renewed our
friendship and I emailed him the article I had written
two years before about his father. I also suggested to
Alice Williams and Tom Carruthers that Billy be invited
to speak to the Jefferson County Historical Association.
They were way ahead of me. Alice was taking Apple
computer classes with Billy so she knew even more about
his efforts to write a book about his father’s exploits.
When Billy gave his presentation at our January 2016
meeting to a full auditorium, he brought along his editor,
Ms. Barbara Evenson. She and I were able to talk shop
for a few minutes. I offered my services as a volunteer
proof reader and general editor’s assistant which she
graciously accepted.
In our meetings at Billy’s home, I found I had signed
on to a huge project. Billy’s dad had kept thousands
of documents with hundreds of photos from the time
he entered the Army Air Corps in 1930 to 1944 when
he married Peggy Spain. We had to distill Billy “Mac”
McDonald’s story from those documents into one book
when we had enough information to make at least three
volumes. Mac, as one of the greatest pilots of his time, eye

L to R: William “Billy” McDonald, Claire L. Chennault, John
“Luke” Williamson, 1935 Miami, Florida Air Races.
witnessed and participated in an enormous amount of
important aviation, military and world historical events.
Very fortunately for us, Mac wrote regular letters to
his family back in Birmingham telling of his adventures
and travels. While he didn’t finish college, his school
teacher mother made sure he knew his way around
a typewriter and the English language on paper. Later
in China he managed to buy a small Swiss portable
typewriter, producing wonderful
letters written front and back on
thin airmail stationary. These
letters became the skeleton we
would build our book around.
While de-emphasizing the very
real dangers Mac went through,
the letters related a clear picture
of what was going on around
him. (In 1935 he telegraphed Mac, CNAC Cheif
from Ashland, Kentucky, “Motor Pilot, China
failed over this city jumped out, am OK no injuries,
plane burned, remaining here two days.”)
(continued on page 15)
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Distilling Back in Town Legally

istilling is not a forgotten practice in the Alabama
hills. Prohibition encouraged illegal bootlegging
or the making of “white lighting” in out-of-the
-way places. You can still see some of the evidence in axpunctured distilling pots and condensers, the work of
“revenuers” who hunted them along creek banks and
springs.
The product, which may have been over 100 proof
(which is about 75 percent alcohol), was often sold in
jugs or mason jars. Even the mob got in the action, but it
sold mostly imported whiskey sneaked in on cargo ships.
Some jugs were marked with the familiar “XXX” signage,
image cartoonists like to put on moonshine illustrations.
The “XXX” signifies how many times the moonshine
batch had been run through the still. Three X’s indicated
that it had been run through three times and that the
shine was pure alcohol.
Alabama had thousands of stills during the Prohibition
era, some in every county.
Legal “moonshine” is still made in the state and
marketed as Conecuh Ridge Whiskey by the Conecuh
Ridge Distillery in Bullock County. In 2004, it was
designated the official “State Spirit” of Alabama by
legislative resolution. The company uses a process
practiced illegally in Alabama during the mid to late 20th
century. To make their product taste better, the founders
often added oven-dried apples to each batch to give it a
more pleasant green apple or cinnamon taste.
A state ban, followed by a national act, ran Jack Daniels
out of Birmingham in 1915, which had come here due to
Tennessee’s prohibition law a year earlier. The distillery
then moved to St. Louis, and later back home to Tennessee
as the Progressive Era experiment ended.
Prohibition was a nationwide constitutional ban on
the production, importation, transportation and sale of
alcoholic beverages that remained in place from 1920
to 1933. It was mandated under the 18th Amendment
to the United States Constitution. Enabling legislation,

known as the Volstead Act, set down the rules for
enforcing the ban and defined the types of alcoholic
beverages that were prohibited. Prohibition ended with
the ratification of the 21st Amendment, which repealed
the 18th Amendment, on December 5, 1933.

No. 3

J e f f e r s o n C o u n t y Hi s to r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n - T h e J e f f e r s o n J o u r n a l

Recent History
Center Acquisitions
Theatre Coupon
Book - 1942
This one dollar booklet
contained twenty 5 cent
theatre coupons good for admission to the
Alabama, Ritz, Strand, Lyric or Ensley theatres.
These “Tickets to Happiness” were issued by
the City of Birmingham and endorsed by the
City Manager Paul Kennedy. The coupons had
to be used by their expiration date on March
31, 1943. (Donated by Susan Prutzman)

Typical moonshine still of the 1920s (Olympic Distillers).
Not since then has Alabama had a large scale distillery.
It does now. The Redmont Distilling Company is making
gin with organic Alabama cotton, 45 % alcohol by volume
and gluten-free. It began making locally- produced vodka
in March. Both should be available for the Sloss Fest at
Sloss Furnaces, July 16-17.
While Jack Daniels has no plans to return, it did open
a new barrel manufacturing facility at the Mallard Fox
West Industrial Complex in Trinity, just west of Decatur
which will employ over 200 people making white oak
barrels.
Sources: Birmingham News, June 3, 2016; Yellowhammer
News, July 7, 2014; http://www.moonshineheritage.com/
blog/category/moonshine-history/; Wikipedia, “Prohibition in
the United States”; Conecuh Ridge Whiskey.
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U. S. Government
Thrift Card - 1918
The History Center recently received a
donation of items from Susan Prutzman
which belonged to her father, Winning
Anson Currie, Jr. One of the items was a
thrift card from 1918. America’s involvement in World War I cost the country @
$32 billion. To help finance the war the
government sold twenty-five cent Thrift
Stamps at local banks or the post office.
Once you had purchased twelve stamps
totaling $4.00, one stamp each month, you
could exchange it for a $5 War Savings
Certificate Stamp. In five years on January
1, 1923, that Savings Stamp could be
exchanged for $5, resulting in an interest
rate of four percent. School children were
also encouraged to buy stamps and were
issued penny and nickel saving booklets to
make it easier to save for Thrift Stamps.

V. P. Spiro Agnew Visits
Birmingham - 1972
The History Center does have a small but
growing collection of political memorabilia.
Dr. Dennis Pappas recently donated a
bumper sticker, campaign button and ticket
to a banquet that Vice-President Spiro
Agnew attended in Birmingham in 1972.
That year President Richard Nixon and his
running mate were on their way to an
overwhelming election victory.
It is interesting that the banquet ticket cost
$12.50. Today, one might expect to pay
$500 - $2,500, or more, for the chance to
hear a Vice-President give a speech during
an election year. How times have changed.
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Then and Now: No. 8 Slope, Mine Portal, TCI
Red Mountain Park

Photograph of Red Mountain Iron Ore Mine No. 8 (TCI), 1938, when the slope received its new concrete entry portal. The second
photo is Charles Whitson, 2010, who worked in the coop program of the Wenonah Mines when he was in engineering school. A tip
of the hat to Eric McFerrin, chief ranger at Red Mountain Park, for sharing these photos.

(Murals continued from page 1)

interpretation material which was never done when the
murals were created in 1931. They are the work of John
Warner Norton, a Chicago artist, who painted similar
Depression-era murals around the country prior to
World War II including some on display at City Hall in
Kansas City.
The Birmingham murals, labeled The Old South and
The New South, have come under fire for romanticizing
class distinction. Historians contend they have historical
value and should be preserved, the position taken by
the Jefferson County Historical Commission. Both
murals depict minorities picking cotton and working in
a steel mill against the backdrop of white people in more
prominent positions.
The Jefferson County Commission is expected to soon
discuss a recommendation to install the screens which
would cost $26,000.
Criticism of the murals has been a part of a larger protest
including calls to remove the Confederate monument in
Lynn Park erected by the Daughters of the Confederacy
in 1905. Although removal was recommended by the

Birmingham Park and Recreation Board, the land on
which the statute sits was deeded to the DOC a century
ago and does not belong to the city.

Birmingham News, April, 1957.

Several grist mills such as this one sprang up in the Pinson area shortly after the first settlers arrived. This mill was known by several
names, including the Faust Mill, and was the first to cease operations in the mid-1900s (Pinson Historical Society).

Jefferson County Place Names:

A Brief Look at Pinson’s Historical Heritage

P

By Stanley Moss

inson, formerly known as Hagood’s Crossroads,
showcased its rich heritage in its year-long
celebration of being 200 years earlier this year.
Pinson’s first inhabitants were Native Americans whose
presence became a major historic find in 1969 by several
teenagers who discovered of a burial cave containing
perhaps 100 skeletal remains of pre-historic Indians from
the Woodland Period, which spanned from 1000 BCF to
1000 CF in North America. As recently as 2015, remains
of Native American life have been uncovered with the
construction of the first segment of the Northern Beltline,
north of Pinson Valley High School.
After the Battle of Horseshoe Bend, Pinson saw
its first influx of white settlers bearing such surnames
of Anderson, Hagood, Baird, Johnson, and Hanby.
Descendants of these original families still reside in the
community and served as Grand Marshals of Pinson’s
2015 Christmas Parade. The Anderson clan produced
early sheriffs of Jefferson County. The Baird family would
marry into the family of Edward Tatum, a Revolutionary
War soldier buried in Pinson. Dr. Zachariah Hagood

was one of the earliest physicians in the state. The
Hanby family were pioneers in the Alabama coal-mining
industry. Turkey Creek, which had attracted both Native
Americans and the Hanby family, today serves as home
to several members of an endangered species – the darter
fish.
A high point in the history of the area wass the
formation of Company C of the 19th Regiment on
August 12, 1861. Initially under General Joe Wheeler’s
command, the regiment fought in numerous Civil
War engagements. Ironically, Union troops, under the
command of General John Croxton, swept through
the community on April 19, 1865, killing coal-mining
pioneer David Hanby and taking livestock from the
Baird plantation. Croxton also burnt the Mt. Pinson
Ironworks, a Catalan forge which shoed many of Nathan
Bedford Forrest’s cavalry horses. Today the site of the
Union troop overnight encampment is referred to as
“Yankee Springs.”
After the war Pinson slowly became a commercial
(continued on page 14)
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So Far The White House Has Eluded Alabama
By Jim Bennett

VP William R. King

A

Sen. William Bankhead

rkansas, Georgia, Texas and Tennessee all have
all been the home of presidents; Alabama, some
wannabees.
It’s not that we haven’t tried. Gov. George Wallace
ran four times (1964, 1968, 1972, and 1976), Sen.
John Underwood ran in 1912, and U.S. Rep. William
Bankhead toyed with the idea of running in 1944.
Actually it is not hard to run for president. It’s winning
that’s the tough part.
Technically, you have to be at least 35 years old,
a natural born citizen and have resided in the US for
at least 14 years to serve as president. The Federal
Election Commission doesn’t confirm all those who file
paperwork to declare their candidacy, however, and many
people – almost 800 this election cycle – have submitted
candidate forms including 11 from Alabama, four from
Birmingham.
Not that they have any hopes of winning, it’s just the
honor of the thing. There’s even some guy from Maryland
running by the assumed name of Forrest Gump. The
name of his campaign committee is “Stupid is as Stupid
Does.” That’s somehow appropriate.
There was a time when we had some serious contenders.
In 1912, U.S. Rep. Oscar W. Underwood of Birmingham,

Sen. John Sparkman

Gov. George Wallace

the Senate’s majority leader, had his name placed in
contention for president at the Democratic National
Convention, where he received support of the Southern
states through the 103rd ballot. The nomination was
won by Woodrow Wilson, who offered Underwood the
vice-presidential nomination but he declined. Wilson
went on to capture the presidency with Underwood later
serving as Majority Leader in the Senate.
House Speaker William Bankhead of Jasper explored
the idea of running in 1940 but withdrew in favor of
Franklin Roosevelt. He was actually in third place in
the vice presidential balloting with 98 votes before
withdrawing in favor of Harry S. Truman, who was elected
Vice-President and succeeded to presidency in 1945.
Bankhead worked for the passage of various pieces
of FDR’s New Deal legislation to benefit cotton farmers,
including the Subsistence Homestead Act of 1933, the
Cotton Control Act of 1934 and the parity payment
amendments to the Agricultural Adjustment Act of
1938. In 1943, he sponsored legislation to exempt
“substantially fulltime” farm workers from the draft
during World War II.
Sen. John Sparkman of Huntsville was nominated for
(continued on page 11)
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(White House continued from page 10)

vice president in 1952 as Adlai Stevenson’s running mate
but the Democratic ticket lost to Dwight Eisenhower
and the Republicans. Eisenhower’s running mate was
Richard Nixon. The 1943 Sparkman Act, which allowed
women physicians to be commissioned as officers in the
armed forces, was named for him. In 1949, Sparkman was
instrumental in convincing the United States Department
of the Army to transfer the missile development activities
from Fort Bliss, Texas, to Redstone Arsenal.
An Alabamian was actually elected vice president in
1852, William Rufus King of Selma. A former senator
and minister to France, he served with Franklin Pierce.
King held the highest political office of any Alabamian
in American history. He was the third vice-president to
die in office serving for only 45 days. Earlier in his career,
King was a delegate to the constitutional convention
which organized the Alabama state government. Upon
the admission of Alabama as the 22nd state in 1819,
he was elected by the State Legislature as a DemocraticRepublican to the U.S. Senate.
Three Alabamians have served on the U.S. Supreme
Court. The first was John McKinley (1838-1952) after
being appointed by Martin Van Buren. The second was
John Campbell (1853-1861), named by Franklin Pierce;
the third, Hugo Black (1937-1971), who was appointed
by Franklin Roosevelt.
Both McKinley and Black were members of the U.S.
Senate, McKinley was from Huntsville, Black from
Birmingham. Campbell, from Mobile, was a former state
legislator. All three were prominent lawyers.
Campbell resigned from the court in 1861 to become
assistant secretary of war for the Confederacy; Black, the
fifth longest serving justice in U.S. history, is regarded as
one of the court’s most eminent justices.
McKinley was a justice in 1841 when the court, in US
vs Armistad, ruled that 49 slaves who had rebelled and
gained control of the Spanish ship Armistad, were free
because they had been unlawfully kidnapped and forced
upon the ship. Further, the court held that such action

was voided since American participation in the foreign
slave trade had been forbidden 3o years earlier.
It was the most controversial slavery case prior to the
Dred Scott decision, made when Campbell was on the
court in 1857. The Dred Scott case held that slaves or
(continued on page 15)

FDR at Sen. Bankhead’s Funeral, Jasper, 1944.

The Birmingham Water Works built this tunnel in 1888 to
convey water from the Cahaba River to downtown Birmingham.
The incline, 2,126 feet long and 12 feet in diameter, was bored
through Red Mountain near Lone Pine Gap. Brick arches were
built to support the interior. It is closed to the public for safety
reasons (BhamWiki).
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Leeds Soldier Won Congressional Medal of Honor
for Defense of Korea’s “Bunker Hill”

A

Efforts are underway to add the abandoned Finley Avenue Roundhouse to the List of
Imperiled Places. It once was an important part of the Southern Railroad in Birmingham.

Khari Marquette Saving The Finley Roundhouse

K

By Tom Badham

hari Marquette is a remarkable young man; a
home-schooled amateur historian and classical
pianist who is all of 17 years old. According to
his father, Khari has always been fascinated by trains,
starting as a young child with “Thomas the Tank Engine”.
Among other railroad sites he has explored include the
Oak Mountain railroad tunnel near Leeds where John
Henry and the steam drill reportedly had their famous
contest. In searching the internet he came across stories
about of the Findley Avenue Roundhouse, located off
26th Street North adjacent to the Finley Avenue Farmers
Market.
The roundhouse was built by the Southern Railroad
as part of its new switching yard next to the ACIPCO
plant in 1915-16. It was named for William Wilson
Findley, the president of Southern at that time; later
Finley Avenue was named for him. When the railroad
no longer needed it in 1952, the roundhouse and
property was sold to Shaw Warehouse and converted
into a food cold storage facility. Marquette discovered
that the roundhouse had been abandoned and back
taxes were owed on the property. Discovering that it was
not included on the Alabama Historical Commission’s
Endangered Historical Sites List, he decided to try to get
it listed.

He started a Facebook site called “Save The Finley
Roundhouse” to bring attention to the structure. He
also discovered that the brick switching yard control
house and the engine machine shop
buildings were still standing near the
roundhouse. His goal and dream is
to get the roundhouse restored and
turn it into an asset to the Findley
Avenue neighborhood. If it weren’t
for railroads, Birmingham would Khari Marquette
never have been founded. Yet, there is not one historical
monument, park or museum dedicated to them.
The roundhouse and area around it could be turned
into an attraction which could greatly benefit the city
and the local community. Look at what Sloss Furnace
did with just one casting shed. It is now a popular venue
for many concerts and other events.
On April 30th he gave a presentation to the Mid-South
Chapter of the Railway & Locomotive Historical Society
at the Leeds Station House about the Roundhouse, its
condition and what efforts are needed to save it, which
efforts have been endorsed by the Jefferson County
Historical Association and the Birmingham History
Museum.

lford L. McLaughlin, one of 32 Alabamians
a Purple Heart for bring wounded during that action.
to win the Congressional Medal of Honor,
He was also awarded a Purple Heart for wounds received
probably had no idea what he was in for when
August 16, 1952 in the same sector. He became the 33rd
he enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1944.
Marine to receive the Medal of Honor for
While he served in the occupational
heroism above and beyond the call of duty
forces in Japan after World War II, it was
in the Korean War.
the Korean Conflict where he earned the
Following redeployment, he served as
nation’s highest decoration for valor by
a military policeman at Camp Lejeune,
his two-machine gun defense at one of
North Carolina, until July 1953, when he
the outposts in the “Bunker Hill” area
was assigned as a mortar unit leader with the
of Korea on the night of September 4-5,
4th Marine Corps Reserve Rifle Company
1952.
at Rome, Georgia. He was later assigned
As a private first class in Company
to the 10th Marines, Camp Lejeune, and
I, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, lst Master Sgt. Alford L. McLaughlin retired from the Marine Corps in 1972 as a
Marine Division, McLaughlin fired two machine guns
master sergeant.
alternately, notwithstanding his painful wounds and
McLaughlin died on January 14, 1977 and was buried
blistered hands, until the weapons became too hot to
in Mount Hebron Cemetery, in Leeds. He was 48.
hold. He continued firing with a carbine and threw hand
Leeds is also the hometown of two other Medal of
grenades until some 200 Chinese soldiers lay dead or
Honor recipients, World War II recipients William
wounded in front of him.
Lawley, Jr. and Henry E. “Red” Erwin.
Sources: Al.com, May 31, 2016; Wikipedia: Alfred L.
In addition to being awarded the Medal of Honor
McLaughlin; Congressional Medal of Honor citation.
in a White House ceremony by President Eisenhower
October 27, 1953, PFC McLaughlin was awarded

Birmingham News, June, 1966.

Congressional Medal of Honor
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(White House continued from page 11)

freemen from Africa were not US citizens and could not
sue in federal court. It also held that the US government
did not have the power to prohibit slavery in its territories.
Despite being a one-time member of the Ku Klux
Klan, Black was a part of the unanimous court decision
declaring school racial segregation illegal in Brown v.
Board of Education in 1954. He was the first of nine
FDR nominees to the court.
Sources: Birmingham News, May 27, 2016; Wikipedia,
Rufus R. King, Oscar W. Underwood, John H. Bankhead II,
John Sparkman.

Dixieana Cole Oven ruins. The plant operated by the Imperial Coal & Coke Company beginning in the 1880s. Several JCHA members toured the site earlier this year (Tom Bradford).
(Pinson continued from page 9)

outpost in the northern part of Jefferson County. General
stores, a train depot, restaurant, boarding house, and
hotel filled the downtown landscape. Mae Moore Flynt,
mother of Alabama historian Dr. Wayne Flynt, recalls her
family living in a three-room suite at the Pinson Hotel
during the Great Depression – a necessity since the
Moore home place was rented to secure extra income.
The Depression also saw the creation of the Palmerdale
Homestead Community Project, the first in Jefferson
County of the FDR New Deal housing projects. A spinoff of this project was the creation of the Palmerdale
Community Credit Union, the last of its kind in Alabama.
The Palmerdale United Methodist Church housed
Boy Scout Troop 14. The troop holds the distinction
of being the oldest, continuously chartered Boy Scout
Troop in America. Local Palmerdale resident Bettye
Burson became Miss Alabama of 1951; in 2006, Melinda
Toole of Pinson would win the crown.
A number of other Pinson-connected individuals
have made their mark on history. Born a slave on the
Baird plantation, Andrew Beard, later a freed man,
would become a renowned inventor, including the
automatic railway coupling device. It would make him
the first African-American millionaire in Jefferson
County. Another Pinson-born individual, Willie
Cyrene McLaughlin, studied in New York and Paris

and later exhibited in France and Italy. Upon returning
to Birmingham, she was a founder of the Birmingham
Art Association, the springboard to the Birmingham
Museum of Art.
Though not a native, Dorsey Whittington and
his family moved to Pinson in the 1940s where their
spaciously designed home featured two baby grand
pianos overlooking manicured grounds on Silver Lake.
Founder of Birmingham-Southern’s Conservatory of
Music, Whittington would become the first director of
the Birmingham Symphony.
A Pinson man who never left the community except
for college and military service would carve his own niche
in the annals of amateur weather reporting. Pharmacist
James Price would garner countless accolades, including
national awards for his 60-plus years of documentation
of Pinson area weather. His story is included in the new
book Pinson: The Bicentennial, Including Palmerdale and
Greene Station by Tom Bailey which contains a definitive
quote by Mary Cochran, life-long Pinson resident and
first female officer of Alabama Power:
“We cannot take the future with us always, but one
can and should be given the opportunity to pass along
to future generations in Pinson a great and good thing
of the past.”
Sources: http://trekbirmingham.com/articles/the-hanbyenterprise-part-1/-2.

(McDonald continued from page 5)

From 1937 to 1940, he acted as General Claire
Lee Chennault’s unofficial adjutant and second in
command in China as well as being Chennault’s close
confidant and friend. Chennault depended on Mac to
handle the almost impossible task of trying to teach all
the details and techniques of military flying to Chinese
students who did not speak English and did not have any
technical background.
By 1940, the tiny Chinese Air Force had been swept
from the skies by the overwhelming power of the Imperial
Japanese Army Air Force. But Chennault and Mac did not
give up. They had discussed and planned the formation
of a volunteer group of American pilots flying American
fighter planes fighting for China. Both decided that they
would fight for the Chinese people. While Chennault
worked with Generalissimo and Madame Chiang Kaishek to get the ear of President Franklin D. Roosevelt
and his advisors, Mac had a different job.
Mac and a handful of volunteer American instructor
pilots training the CAF transferred over to the China
National Aviation Corporation (CNAC). This two-dozen
plane airline was jointly owned by the Chinese National
Government and Pan American Airways (PAA). The

Japanese would eventually conquer all of China’s and
Indochina’s seaports.
The only way vitally needed military supplies could
get to China would be from India via an airlift over
the Himalayas; something which had never been done
before. Mac’s job was to try to keep that supply line
open. They knew a world war was coming and did what
they could to try to keep China in the fight. Even a small
group of fighters could show the Chinese people that
the Japanese weren’t invincible and give them the will to
keep fighting.
The saga of Chennault and the Flying Tigers has
been told many times. The story of flying the “Hump”
has been told. But, Billy “Mac” McDonald’s story hasn’t
been told until now.
Editor’s Note: Tom Badham is assisting in the editing of
Billy’s McDonald’s new book on his father’s exploits in “flying
the Hump” in China during World War II. The book, which
was originally to have been called “the Ghost Tiger” has been
changed to “the Shadow Tiger” as the word “ghost” has a bad
connotation in China where the book will be published in
Chinese by the Kunming Museum. The US version is expected
to be available later this month.
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2016 Meetings Calendar
July 14 – Marvin Clemons

C

“Terminal Station, Birmingham’s Temple of Transportation”

aptivated by the grandeur of Birmingham’s Terminal Station, Marvin Clemons landed his first railroad job
during his junior year in high school working part-time as a tower man-operator controlling train movements
through the station. Following service in Viet Nam, he returned to Birmingham and majored in journalism at
the University of Alabama in Birmingham and wrote for the Birmingham Post-Herald as the paper’s transportation editor.
He later earned his master’s degree in counseling at UAB, and became a licensed professional counselor in private
practice.
In 2007, he co-authored Birmingham Rails — The
Last Golden Era with Lyle Key, a fellow retired railroad
executive. The book was awarded the George Hilton
Book Award by the Railway & Locomotive Historical
Society. Clemons also helped found the Mid-South
Chapter of the society serving as its first president.

October 13 – Richard Pizitz, Sr., former president of the Pizitz Department Store, with presentation of a new history

“Pizitz, Genesis of a Retail Giant” by Jim Bennett.
November 10 – Ed Bridges

“Alabama in the New Century”, presentation of new book.
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