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UPCOMING
PROGRAMS
January 9, 2019
Cathy Adams,
“How A Man and His Mentor
Shaped Birmingham: Robert
Jemison Jr. and W.P.G. Harding”

April 2019
Terrance Isom
“Chervis Isom,
The Newspaper Boy”
Isom speaking on his days as a
newspaper delivery boy in
North Birmingham


OUR MISSION:
To Preserve and
Remember

O

n October 26, 2018, Ms.
Hannah Carmon, the Alabama
Registry & Cemetery
Preservation Coordinator for the
Alabama Historical Commission,
notified Dr. Ed Stevenson and key
church members that the Bethlehem
United Methodist church building and
cemetery in Hueytown became listed
on the Alabama Registry of Landmarks
and Heritage. Dr. Stevenson and the
church had been working for months
to get this recognition.
The Commission selects Alabama
landmarks that are worthy of both
recognition and preservation.
Listing on the prestigious state
register is an honorary designation

imposing no benefits or restrictions
on property owners.
Dr. Stevenson plans to explore further
recognition on the national level. He
has also discussed with the church’s
representative Jeanette Peterson
the possibility of placing one of our
historic markers in an appropriate
location close to Allison Bonnett
Drive. The church members are in
favor of that, and told Dr. Stevenson
that they could and would pay for it
For additional information on
the other programs offered by the
Alabama Historical Commission,
visit their website at www.abc.
alabama.gov.
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A very happy, healthy and prosperous New Year to everyone. I
hope your holiday was blessed and that you are looking forward
to 1919, the last year of Alabama’s Bicentennial Celebration.
Vice President/Program Chair Dan Puckett has already lined up an
entire year of stellar programs, so catch the schedule elsewhere in the
Journal and mark your calendars.
First off, a HUGE thank you to everyone who had a hand in putting
on the October meeting with Mary Badham. The venue was changed
Alice McSpadden
the day before in anticipation of a large crowd; extra food had to be
Williams
ordered and tables brought in. The crowd far exceeded the Emmet
O’Neal’s capacity as we had a great number of guests, but a number of new memberships
were bought and lots of books sold. Mary was a delightful speaker and stayed long afterwards
visiting and signing pictures and autographs. All in all, a huge success.
Secondly, an update on the Birmingham History Center Collection, now at Vulcan Park
and Museum (VPM). In late October, a Collections Assessment for Preservation team
(CAP) visited VPM to look at the collection and the facilities. They were absolutely blown
away by the size of the collection in relation to its age, as well as by the very good state of
its preservation. This gave the collection assessor time to work with the development staff
on federal/national grants available that VPM and the collection are eligible to apply for.
All of this is good news and a testament to those members of JCHA, past and present, who
have worked long and hard in this arena, particularly past director, Jerry Desmond, for his
diligence in documentation, preservation and storage.
Lastly, the January Meeting is our annual meeting where we will be electing new officers
and board members. I will be stepping down as president, and there is an excellent slate
of new officers proposed as well as board members. It has been a real honor and privilege
to be your president and I deeply appreciate the support of all of the board members who
have served with me. Your board is a very hard working board with a lot of new ideas for
1919; we are very lucky with that, so stay tuned. Most of all, I appreciate the support and
kindnesses I have had from all of you during the years of my presidency, especially the
chance to see a lot of you on a regular basis and to share our mutual fascination with our
community and state histories. Hope to see you in January.
Alice McSpadden Williams
President

Birmingham a Century Ago in 1918
The average life expectancy for men was 47 years.
Fuel for cars was sold in drug stores only.
Only 14 percent of the homes had a bathtub.
Only 8 percent of the homes had a telephone.
The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10 mph.
The tallest structure in the world was the Eifel Tower.

Birmingham Terminal from 5th Avenue 1957 Ed Dismukes.

N

Vulcan Park to host Terminal Station exhibit
for Alabama Bicentennial

early a half century has passed since Birmingham’s
Terminal Station was razed for a failed real estate
development, leaving only a vacant lot as a sad
reminder of the once “great temple of travel.” Fifty years
later, the loss of such a significant part of Birmingham’s
historical heritage is still felt as keenly as if it happened
only yesterday.
While nothing will ever heal the scar left on Birmingham’s
architectural landscape by the station’s removal, after a half
century it would seem fitting that Terminal Station should
be recognized for its singular importance to Birmingham’s
history and development.
With that goal in mind, railroad historian and author
Marvin Clemons approached JCHA president Alice

Williams with a proposal for an exhibit commemorating
the 50th anniversary of the station’s removal in 2019.
Alice and the board were quick to lend their support
for an exhibit at Vulcan Park & Museum. By a happy
coincidence, Vulcan was in the process of selecting
an exhibit honoring Alabama’s Bicentennial, and the
Terminal Station proposal was enthusiastically received by
Vulcan CEO Darlene Negrotto and endorsed by Vulcan’s
exhibit committee.
Entitled “Terminal Station: Birmingham’s Great Temple
of Travel,” the exhibit will open in Vulcan’s Linn-Henley
Gallery on May 17 and run through December 2019.
The multimedia presentation will encapsulate the history
(continued on page 16)
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Shadow Tiger Update:

I

B

In the second row is Adam Grigg Evenson and Chris Bull.
In the front row is Nancy McDonald, Billy McDonald, and
Barb Evenson.
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Vulcan Volunteers

Winner of Military History
Gold Medal Award

illy McDonald and coauthor Barb Evenson won
the gold medal in the Military Writers Society of
America conference in the category of military
history for the Shadow Tiger.
Two books were awarded gold medals in the military
history category. They had 3 reviewers score all the books
and an average was taken to award medals.
In the first picture second row is Adam Grigg (Barb’s
son who handled photo’s) and Chris Bull (her husband
who did maps and research of flying the hump. His father
was CNAC pilot Giford Bull). In the front row is Nancy
McDonald (the first editor and now is chief of staff), Billy
McDonald, and Barb Evenson (coauthors of the book).
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Front Cover of the The Shadow Tiger.

Coauthors: Billy McDonald and Barb Evenson.

By Jennifer Black

s preserving Birmingham’s history important to you?
Have you ever considered volunteering? If so, a spot at
Vulcan Park and Museum may be right for you! Vulcan
Park and Museum would not exist without a vibrant and
active volunteer base. At VPM, volunteers greet guests,
guide student tours, research important topics, and help
with office work among other important duties. As the
museum grows and offers more programming, so does the
need for volunteers. We currently have the greatest need
for ambassadors and museum docents.
Ambassadors are sometimes the first people with whom
guests interact when visiting Vulcan Park and Museum.
Typically stationed at Vulcan Tower, these volunteers
welcome tourists and locals alike, share their knowledge
of the region, and answer basic questions about the park.
This role is perfect for someone with just a few hours to
spare each week, and is an easygoing, low stress position.
Even on cold or rainy days, feel free to bring a book and
settle down in front of the heater as you wait for visitors
to arrive. When asked what their favorite thing is about
volunteering at the park, one tower ambassador said,
“Just seeing folks having a good time!” Spending time at
VPM can be truly inspirational! We currently have several
weekly spots open for the lunch hour.
Do you enjoy sharing memories of the past? Vulcan Park
and Museum is Birmingham’s only comprehensive history
museum, and it is important to share that history with
others. Docents interpret the museum for school groups of
all ages, from kindergarten to high school and sometimes
adults. Docents lead groups around the park and through
the museum, teaching about the iron industry, the growth
of the city, and history of Vulcan, in addition to important
national topics like the Great Depression, World War II,
and the Civil Rights Movement. Specialized training is
provided, and no teaching experience is necessary. All you
need is a love of Birmingham and a willingness to share
your passion with others. The schedule is flexible, with all
tours happening during the week, primarily before noon.
Finally, we have an ongoing need for basic office
assistance and special events help at our annual
Birthday Bash, Vulcan After Tunes and other fun events
throughout the year. Office workers assist with filing and

research. Special events volunteers greet guests, help with
admission, and assist staff with setup and breakdown of
events. Regardless of what you’re looking for or how
busy your schedule may be, we have a position that can
work for you. One volunteer was asked about what they
would say to others considering volunteering at VPM: “I
would tell them to do it!! I have learned so much about
Birmingham history. I’ve met amazing people, the staff is
awesome, and the view…you can’t beat it!!”
All volunteers get exclusive benefits, like invitations to
volunteer only parties and outings, a discount in our gift
shop, The Anvil, and lots of behind the scenes access. For
more information, please see our website or contact Casey
Gamble at cgamble@visitvulcan.com or 205-203-4825.
We would love to chat with you and look forward to
strengthening our relationship with the Jefferson County
Historical Association.

Kathryn DeCola is the tower ambassador (in the hat) and Barb
Kelley is the docent speaking.
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Woodward Iron Company in 1936
From A Panoramic Picture of Woodward Iron Company Pamphlet
“America’s largest entirely independent and completely
integrated company, engaged in the production of
merchant pig iron.”

I

n 1936, in the depths of the Great Depression,
Woodward Iron Company put out a profusely
illustrated pamphlet as both a business incentive and
to reassure its customers that Woodward Iron Company
was currently in good financial shape and would be in the
future with immense mineral reserves and the industrial
means to exploit them.
The pamphlet proudly stated the company was the
only strictly independent merchant iron producer in the
country that mines its own coal, iron ore and limestone
on its own properties and hauls all its products on its own
railroads to its own furnaces. Comprising 78,000 acres of
the largest ore and coal reserves to be found in any area
of comparable size, these reserves were vast enough to
operate the Woodward plants at peak capacity for well
over a century.
The company confined its operations exclusively to the
manufacture of merchant pig iron and refrained from
(continued on page 7)
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(Woodward continued from page 6)
producing competitive products such as steel pipes, steel
sheets and other steel products that competed with gray
iron castings.
The gray iron castings were used in: water, soil
and sanitary pipe; bath tubs and enamelware; stoves;
agricultural implements; cotton mill plants; sugar mill
machinery; Diesel engines; compressors; piston rings and
automobile parts.
In 1936, the plants consisted of three modern blast
furnaces and a by-products plant. The blast furnaces
had a capacity of 500,000 tons of pig iron per year. The
coke by-products plant consisted of 220 Koppers and
Willpute coke ovens with an annual capacity of 800,000
tons of furnace and domestic coke. The ovens recovered
tar, ammonium sulfate, light oils, benzol and xylol (all
valuable products). Before then Woodward had almost
800 beehive coke ovens producing coke for the furnaces.

The coal washing operations and loading terminals
of Woodward’s Dolomite and Mulga coal mines were
connected to the mines by the Woodward Railroad. The
Pratt Coal Seam mines had an annual capacity of mining
of 1,200,000 tons with practically inexhaustible reserves.
The red ore mines on the north slope of the southwestern
part of Red Mountain had a screening plants which were
located at the iron mine tipples. The plants separated and
screened the ore into three different sizes and which were
then charged into the furnaces in stratified layers which
resulted in a better grade of pig iron.
The short line industrial Woodward Railroad operated
13.5 miles of mainline railroad with 41.5 miles of side and
yard tracks for a total of 55 miles of trackage. The company
owned 352 railroad cars for both the handling of raw and
finished product. They were pulled by ten locomotives
ranging in size from a large former Santa Fe Baldwin with
(continued on page 10)

Cover of the Woodward Iron Company Pamphlet.

Woodward Iron Locomotive photo. Photo Courtesy of Woodward Plant.
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Woodward Iron Company Aerial Photo. Photo Courtesy of Woodward Plant.
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Mary Alice Beatty with her daughter Madelyn Beatty standing in front of the Simon Bolivar before the South American flight.

Flight of the Simon Bolivar
By Tom Badham

B

irmingham’s Donald Beatty and his wife, Mary
Alice were aviation pioneers in both North and
South America. Donald, born in 1900, became
a pilot and officer of Birmingham’s 106 National Guard
Observation Squadron as a flying officer in 1922. He also
taught his then girlfriend, Mary Alice Gatling, to fly by
sneaking her into the front seat of a JN-4 “Jenney” She too
became an expert pilot.
After they were married (much against the will of her
parents), Donald settled down in Birmingham to earn
his living in the real estate and insurance business. But he
never gave up flying and wanted to explore by air the vast
regions of the upper Amazon basin and the Andes that

were still marked on the maps as UNKNOWN.
Mary Alice, who now was the mother of a beautiful
daughter, had one thought on the subject, “When you fly
over the Andes and over the jungles, take me with you!”
Donald began raising money to finance his Latin American
Expedition by liquidating his assets and borrowing as
much money as he could. His plane was on order and it
looked like this wild dream would come about.
Then the stock market crashed in October, 1929. Shortly
thereafter, the Bank of Ensley failed and all of their savings
disappeared with it. This would have been the complete
destruction of their plans for a normal couple, but not
the Beattys. Donald and Mary Alice sold their home and
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moved to New York City where Donald could interest
others in commercial aviation in South America. They
found a small room in a new Brooklyn Heights hotel to
live. Donald began immediately to find, write and speak
to investors.
After a year of trying, Donald was able to make a
presentation to John Pierpoint Morgan Jr., then head of
the J.P. Morgan investment bank. One of the companies
the bank worked with was the W.R. Grace Steamship
Company which did a great deal of business in South
America. Grace also had an interest in a new international
airline named PanAmerican Airways. So, with the
endorsement and backing of the Morgan bankers, other
organizations such as the Smithsonian, Pan American
Union (Organization of American States), the Pan
American Society, the US Navy and the State Department
joined in backing the expedition.
On September 25, 1931, a dozen men, all with scientific
and exploration backgrounds, left for South America on
the Grace steamship, Santa Maria. But Donald and Mary
Alice weren’t among them. They were going to be flying
down in a “flying boat” (amphibian) from New York along
with a copilot and an aeronautical engineer who would be
their mechanic.
Anthony Peria, the aeronautical engineer, was a young
man from Italy, at that time the leader in designing and
building amphibious aircraft. Peria had spent the previous
six months modifying the aircraft. The plane donated by
Otto Kahn was a four passenger, one engine luxury craft.
Peria stripped it of all the luxuries and rear seats! In their
place was extra gas tanks. Peria and Mary Alice would
ride uncomfortably for days on those tanks. They carried
no baggage, just one extra flying overall each and their
toothbrushes.
The copilot was Jack Whitney, scion of the ultrawealthy
Whitney family. While he was barely twenty years old,
he was a licensed pilot and owned two airplanes. His two
loves in life, according to Mary Alice, were “platinum
blond show girls and airplanes, both of which he could
afford without scrimping.”
Mary Alice wangled her way onto the expedition with the
explanation that she would record the music of the Jivaro
natives. She was a graduate of the Juilliard School of Music
and was an expert at transcribing music notation. Also, she
was a pilot and that skill might come in very handy. Then,

Page 9

there was her husband’s refusal to leave without her.
Donald was an experienced expert pilot who thoroughly
understood aerial navigation, had bad weather experience
as well as night flying. Also, he fully understood the goals
of the expedition as well as showing excellent leadership
capabilities.
The little biplane amphibian was christened Simon
Bolivar. They learned that it was slow, had the gliding
angle of a ton of bricks, an insatiable appetite for gas and
oil and ground looped at every opportunity. The landing
gear had no brakes and was raised and lowered by a hand
crank that jammed occasionally when the lifting bicycle
chain slipped off the sprocket.
On October 18, 1931, the Simon Bolivar rose from
Roosevelt Field heading south on the first leg of their
groundbreaking journey. All sound insulation had been
removed making the amphibian extremely noisy. Mary
Alice wrote that, “…my backbone reverberated with the
vibrations coming through the gas tank. It was as though
I sat on gargantuan electric massage equipment that had
gone haywire. My whole bone structure seemed harmonic
to Simon’s roar.”
She and Tony Peria would sit up to eight or nine hours a
day for days hunched over with knees and elbows cramped
and aching. With no head or foot room or even seat backs,
there was no room for them to move. Also, there were
no bathroom breaks until they landed, which meant they
all had to eat and drink lightly. She ruefully wrote, “My
father was right. I had lost my mind to go with Donald.”
The first leg of the journey was to Charlotte, North
Carolina. There were no problems in flight, but the next
morning they found only seven gallons of aviation gas in
the field’s tanks. Very laboriously they drained the tanks of
every plane on the field and took off late than afternoon
with only thirty-two gallons in their tanks. It barely got
them to Atlanta where they ran out of gas over the field
and made an emergency sideslip landing on the field.
It was too early to stop for the day, so they decided
to fly on to Birmingham. Before they left Atlanta, they
called their Birmingham friends to let them know they
were coming and would probably have to make a night
landing.
Reaching Roberts Field (which had no landing lights!) at
dusk, they saw cars with headlights on lined up along the
(continued on page 11)
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Locomotive
(Woodward continued from page 7)
ten driving wheels weighing 216 tons to small switching
engines. The railroad had physical connections with all
the common carriers in the Birmingham District.
According to the pamphlet, Woodward had produced
to 1936:
Pig Iron – 11,606,142 Tons.
Coke – 15,969,969 Tons.
Coal – 31,763,681 Tons.
Red Iron Ore – 27,362,046 Tons.
Brown Iron Ore – 1,998,129 Tons.
Limestone – 575,000 Tons.
The low limestone totals were due to the amount of
lime naturally occurring in the Red Mountain iron ore.
So, relatively little needed to be added to the blast furnace
as a fluxing agent.
The pamphlet described the company’s iron ore and
coal mineable reserves as being able to keep the furnaces
running for well over a century. However, the market for
merchant iron decreased over the decades. After World
War II, there was so much steel scrap that could be
melted in electric furnaces that most of the market for
pig iron disappeared. Woodward diversified into selling
coal and the chemical by-products of coke, cement and
lime, plastic, cast iron and cement asbestos pipe along
with ferroalloys. Mead Corporation bought Woodward in
1968 and by 1974 all operations were closed.
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(Bolivar continued from page 9)
edge of the field and burning buckets of sand and kerosene
along the outer rim of the field. The small field was what
was known as a skid strip, easy to overrun in daylight.
And, very easy to overshoot in the dark. Donald knew the
field well and landed the Simon Bolivar perfectly.
While spending the night at her parents’ home, Mary
Alice stuffed her Brownie camera, film rolls and a
nightgown that she found in her bedroom in her overall’s
pockets. The complicated large format cameras’ film plates
provided by the expedition were damaged and made
useless by the heat. It was her Brownie that brought back
the only photographs of their journey.
At dawn the next morning they took off heading for the
Key West, but they didn’t make it. The plane developed a
serious oil leak requiring a landing at the Miami airfield.
After spending two days getting and replacing its oil
pump, they flew on to the US Navy Station Harbor at
Key West.
Taking off from the harbor the next morning, the airship
was battered by high waves. Finally getting in the air, they
headed for Havana, Cuba; not knowing that Cuba was
in revolution. They were forced down by Cuban armed
fighters at the General Machado Field in Havana, where
they were promptly arrested!
Explaining who they were and showing their official
documents, they were confined to the field. Then the
Cuban Army mechanics waved them over to little seaplane.
In taking off in the rough waves at Key West, they had
broken ribs in both lower wings with their control cables
hanging loose between the struts! The damage could have
made the plane uncontrollable at any moment during
flight.
They were not allowed to leave the field and were going
to have make all repairs themselves. While the men
repaired the struts and control cables under Tony Peria’s
directions, she was given a twelve-inch needle, a bucket of
dope thinner, a ball of waxed linen cord and told to sew
up the wings as they were repaired! She found out it was
like sewing in a shirt sleeve (no easy task) on a giant scale.
The size made the sewing strenuous. She would push
the needle down then lay on her back to squeeze under
the wing and push the needle back up through the linen.
All the time she had to keep the fabric wet with banana
oil so it would stretch to cover the wing. The airplane glue

fumes made her ill while her fingers were badly blistered
from the sewing. But, in a few days the repairs were made
and they were allowed to take off.
However, the weather had changed. A large storm
system had moved over Cuba. They took off flying down
the island to an emergency field at San Julian, hoping to
fly through the bad weather before they had to cross over
the Caribbean. Luckily finding San Julian, they landed,
staked the plane and waited for the weather to improve.
This time they found themselves on the other side of the
Cuban revolution!
The Rebel Generalissimo wearing a bandolier of rifle
bullets and a pistol holstered at each hip suspiciously
questioned them. They explained and showed him all
their official documents. The Generalissimo was not
satisfied until he saw the name of Simon Bolivar on their
plane. Then he decided that they were friendly and that
they should be honored guests at an impromptu fiesta. He
also was quite taken with the blond-haired Mary Alice,
much to the jealousy of her husband, Donald!
The Simon Bolivar took off in the rain the next morning
and flew right into a hurricane that was building in the
Caribbean. For two hours they were tossed around with
both pilots fighting the winds to keep the little plane
flying. Then, they punched into sunshine with the island
of Cozumel off the coast of Yucatan dead ahead. Landing
in the island’s lagoon, they refueled their plane from fiftyfive-gallon drums which had been left for them. They
hurriedly took off with the hurricane at their backs. It was
now November 4, 1931. They had been journeying for
seventeen days.
Landing at Belize, British Honduras, they had looked
forward to spending the night at a real hotel with plumbing!!
When they landed, all they saw was desolation. Belize lay
in splinters from the hurricane! The shattered gas dock was
leaking gasoline and totally unusable. Pushing on in the
late afternoon, they flew on to an emergency anchorage
marked on their maps. They found it too wiped away by
the hurricane. They had no choice but to set down in the
rolling sea off the coast and wait for daylight while praying
that the Simon Bolivar didn’t sink underneath them.
With the four of them holding on for dear life while
sitting on the wings to help balance the plane and not
to be trapped inside if it sank, they anxiously waited for
(continued on page 12)
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dawn. Cold, wet, miserable and bone tired, Mary Alice
thought she was either hallucinating or had died when the
sea lit up with a blinding brilliance. It wasn’t the Pearly
Gates, it was the search light of the British Naval Cruiser
Scarborough sailing to render aid along the coast that
found them.
Taken aboard, they were treated as honored guests.
Showered, fed and their clothes laundered while they got
a good night’s rest, the plane was filled with gas and oil
from the Scarborough. They took off the next morning
heading for the small stump littered landing field at Tela,
Honduras, where a buzzard managed to fatally fly into the
plane bending a wing strut. Then over the “Green Hell” of
the Honduran jungle they ran into a lightning storm with
extreme convection air currents. They decided to go back
to Tela and wait it out on the ground.
After the storm suddenly ended, they again took off
heading for San Lorenzo, a very small emergency gas stop
precisely on the dividing line between the “Green Hell”
of Honduras and the “Pilot’s Graveyard” of Nicaragua’s
sterile volcanic rock and active volcanos which caused
huge convection up and down drafts.
Landing in the surf at Puenta Arenas, Costa Rica, they
were surrounded by a mob of natives who poked and
jabbed at the plane breaking two ribs of the plane. While
they were assured that aviation gas would be there, there
was none. There was a concoction that was more like
kerosene. The flyers brought with them a container of
concentrated tetraethyl lead. So, they bought thirty-one
gallons of what they called the “Costa Rican Concoction”
added the lead and after three days of making repairs to
the plane, crossed their fingers and took off hoping it
would get them to Panama.
The engine “konked out” just as they got to a tiny field
at David, Panama. Heavy equatorial rains delayed them
for a couple of days, but when the rains moderated, they
flew on, landing at France Field, the US Army Base. The
runways were two inches under water from the heavy rains.
From there they flew to Christobal, Panama, where their
air journey ended. The Smithsonian and Navy scientists
had arrived two weeks earlier.
Jack Whitney had all the adventure he wanted. He
immediately booked the first available passage by luxury
liner back to Broadway’s bright lights! Tony Peria was to
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fly with Pilot E.K. Jaquith in the Simon Bolivar back to
Roosevelt Field. However, they didn’t make it. The plane
collapsed in the air, fell and sank into the sea. Both the
pilot and Tony made it out of the plane and were rescued
by the American freighter, Henry S. Groves, whose crew
saw the plane go down.
Donald and the scientists took a tramp steamer to
Guayaquil, Ecuador. From there they began the 10
month, 2300-mile trek through unexplored territory by
mule back, on foot, by dugout canoe and by raft to reach
the Amazon River and then to the Atlantic coast of Brazil.
Mary Alice would return by a Standard Fruit Boat to
New Orleans, where she was happily surprised to see her
mother, father and daughter waiting for her on the dock.
From there it was home to Birmingham by the L&N
Hummingbird.
Sources: Beatty, Mary Alice, To Love The Sky, a salute
to the pilots who flew the Pioneer International Airlines.
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Fossilized Footprints Found in Alabama Mine
1930 Article in Coal Age Magazine, Vol. 35, No. 2

E

by Dr. Walter Jones, Alabama State Geologist

arly in December, 1929, Arthur Blair, geologist,
and I.W. Miller, of the Tennessee Coal and Iron
Company & Railroad’s land department brought
in a small slab of slate from No. 11 mine of the Galloway
Coal Company near Carbon Hill, Walker County,
Alabama.
The slab contained a beautifully preserved trail of a five
toed animal with hind feet larger than the front, measuring
1¾ and 1½ inches in length respectively. The hind feet
had an outside toe that projected outward while the other
four were closely grouped and slightly curved. The toes of
the front feet were rather evenly spaced and comparatively
straight (Fig 1). Subsequent investigations by the Geology
Department disclosed tracks of several other species.
As we have only the tracks for guidance, it is difficult
to determine whether the animals were amphibians or
reptiles, or both. The tracks are found in several parts of
the mine and are always approximately 30 inches above
the coal. The seam being mined here is the Jagger, which
is near the base of the Coal Measures in Alabama or in
older Pottsville, Illinois, seams and of other places where
amphibian fossils have been found in the past.
The size and variety of the tracks indicate a rather rich
fauna, and future studies probably will bring out some
interesting details. That there were such tracks have been
known to the writer for a decade. Never the less, the credit
for the discovery should go to I.W. Miller and Arthur
Blair, who brought them to light.
In Fig. 1, notice the difference in the front and hind
feet. Track marks of Figs. 2 & 3 respectively are actually
8.5 and 5.7 times respectively as long as those shown. In
Fig. 2, the animal appears to have three toes on front and
hind feet. In Fig. 3, the two toed tracks between and just
outside of the large feet show the front feet.

Fig. 1 First Tracks to be discovered.

Fig. 2 Tracks of Light Footed Animal.

Fig. 3 Largest Tracks Found in Mine; Hind Feet Fully 10 in.
Long.

Birmingham a Century Ago in 1918
1912 Ad Pratt Coal Company

The average US wage in 1918 was 22 cents per hour.
The average US worker made between $200 and $400 per year.
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Founding fathers signing the Declaration of Independence.

Who Was the First President of the United States?

B

Submitted by Dr. Ed Stevenson

efore we can determine who the first president
of the United States was, we must decide when
did the United States become the United States?
It wasn’t the United States prior to 1776 when the
thirteen colonies issued the Declaration of Independence.
However, about that time the colonies began to refer to
themselves as states and those who signed the Declaration
of Independence described themselves as “Representatives
of the united States of America.” Although “the united
states” they referred to might be interpreted as simply a
description and not as a formal declaration,
As soon as the States became independent, they began
devising a formalized structure to operate under. But
they were determined not to create a powerful centralized
authority that could become as oppressive as the British

Monarchy they had opposed. They recognized a need for
a Congress, a central governing body, but were adamant
that Congress and the States should be “coequal” – “a dual
sovereignty.” To accomplish this goal, they drafted the
“Articles of Confederation.” The document they crafted
refers to a “Confederacy,” a voluntary league of states.
Article I names the confederacy, “The United States of
America.”
The Articles of Confederation were ratified on March
1, 1781. The document created the office of president to
be appointed by a Committee of the States and limited to
a term of one year. Presidential duties involved presiding
over the United States in Congress Assembled, executing
laws, treaties and military orders, including military
(continued on page 15)
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(President continued from page 14)
commissions, receiving foreign dignitaries, assembling and
adjourning Congress, and other duties required by the
office. A new president, John Hansen of Maryland, was
selected on November 5th, 1781. President Hansen served
a one-year term that ended November 4th, 1782. From
1782 to 1789, when George Washington took the oath of
office, seven more presidents were chosen. And, therefore,
George Washington was actually our ninth president.
These first eight presidents were among the best and
brightest of the early founders. The first, John Hansen,
made the most of his twelve months in office. He
established the Great Seal of the US, created the first
Treasury Department, Foreign Affairs Department and
the Secretary of War. President Hansen removed all foreign
troops from America and designated the fourth Thursday
of every November a Thanksgiving Day Holiday.
The fourth president was Richard Henry Lee of Virginia,
General Robert E. Lee’s grandfather. He was one of the
most famous orators in Congress and he was one who
introduced the resolution calling for a formal declaration
of independence from England. His resolution was
adopted and Lee was selected to head the committee to
draft the document. However, an illness in his family
made it necessary for him to return home indefinitely, so
his task was given to his friend, Thomas Jefferson.
Arthur St. Clair, president #7, issued the Northwest
Ordinance that annexed the Northwest Territory (all the
land to the Ohio River). He also created a Confederation
Convention for the purpose of correcting the deficiencies
in the Articles of Confederation. The revised Articles
became the U.S. Constitution. The new Constitution
changed not only the presidential election process but also
expanded the scope of the presidency beyond the duties
proscribed for the original eight.
Reasonable people could disagree on whether or not
the Declaration of Independence was the beginning of
the United States. On the other hand, there is nothing
ambiguous about the language of the Articles of
Confederation. With the ratification of this document the
united States officially became the “United States.”
The proceedings held to revise the Articles of
Confederation produced a lengthy and often emotional
debate between those who wanted a strong central
government and those who wanted to continue the loose

association of states. George Washington presided over
these often passionate deliberations and it took a major
effort on his part to maintain order among the delegates.
More than a year after its ratification and Washington’s
inauguration,did the thirteenth state finally approve the
Constitution. Because he was the first president to take the
oath to support this new Constitution, General George
Washington, by consensus, if not by fact, considered to be
the first president of the United States.

Leaders of the Continental Congress.
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of the station under four main themes focused on the
station’s architecture, its social and cultural history, its
impact on local historic preservation, and its contribution
to the “golden age” of rail travel.
The centerpiece of the exhibit will be an 8-foot,
custom-built scale model of Terminal Station, complete
with models of passenger trains that operated through
Birmingham. Donated by Alabama Power Company, the
station model is the creation of railroad model craftsman
Gene Clements.
In advance of the main exhibit, a “tickler” exhibit has
been placed in the lobby of UAB’s Kirklin Clinic. On
display are several artifacts from the station, including a
section of colored leaded glass from the station’s dome,
architectural drawings, and other artifacts representing
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the “golden age” of passenger rail travel.
Under the direction of Jennifer Watts, Vulcan’s director
of museum programs, a steering committee including
JCHA board members George Jenkins and Jim Hahn has
been formed to bring together ideas and funding support
for the exhibit. The committee is networking to locate
available artifacts for the exhibit, with a number of prized
items already identified. Any JCHA members who own
or have access to any station artifacts are asked to contact
George or Jim.
A variety of collaborative events will be held
throughout the exhibit, including book signings,
historical presentations, panel discussions, and children’s
educational activities. More details will be reported in the
next newsletter as they develop.

